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HOW ESSEX CARS WORK 
 

Introduced in 1919, the Hudson-built Essex was 
a sales winner in its first two years, offering a 
lively four-cylinder engine and the first closed 
body types among popular-price mass-
production cars. But when Essex adopted a less-
reliable six in 1924, its image and popularity 
suffered accordingly. 

 

 

Though this engine was enlarged and improved in 1930-31, Essex failed to win back its early reputation for 
ruggedness and durability. Hudson Motor Company might have failed with it except for a happy accident that 
saved the day. 

Roy D. Chapin, one of Hudson's founders, was still active in the company during 1930-32, even though he 
was working for the Hoover Administration. When Hoover was voted out of office, Chapin immediately 
returned to Hudson and prepared to make some long-needed changes in the price-leading Essex line. 

For 1932, he ordered the six enlarged from 160 to 193 cubic inches, which lifted horsepower from 58 to 70. 
This improved engine initially powered Pacemaker and Challenger models on a 113-inch wheelbase 
(unchanged since 1930). 

But at midyear, Chapin dumped it into a new 106-inch-wheelbase series dubbed Terraplane. Said one 
memorable ad: "In the air, it's aeroplaning; on the water, it's hydroplaning; on the ground, hot diggety dog, 
that's Terraplaning!" 

The Essex Terraplane turned Hudson around in 1932-33. It was fast (up to 80 mph), economical (up to 
25 mpg), and cheap (as little as $425). Adding to its appeal was the 1933 option of a 94-bhp 243.9-cid straight 
eight. 

Essex Terraplanes set numerous speed marks, including over 100 stock-car records. The public responded 
with enthusiasm -- so much so that Hudson dropped the Essex name after 1933 to make Terraplane a 
marque in its own right. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT (courtesy of Mario) 

The four Goldberg brothers, Lowell, Norman, Hiram, and Max, invented and developed the first automobile air-
conditioner. On July 17, 1946, the temperature in Detroit was 97 degrees. 

The four brothers walked into old man Henry Ford's office and sweet-talked his secretary into telling him that four 
gentlemen were there with the most exciting innovation in the auto industry since the electric starter. 

Henry was curious and invited them into his office. 

They refused and instead asked that he come out to the parking lot to their car. They persuaded him to get into 
the car, which was about 130 degrees, turned on the air conditioner, and cooled the car off immediately. 

The old man got very excited and invited them back to the office, where he offered them $3 million for the patent. 

The brothers refused, saying they would settle for $2 million, but they wanted the recognition by having a label, 
'The Goldberg Air-Conditioner,’ on the dashboard of each car in which it was installed. 

Now old man Ford was more than just a little anti-Jewish and there was no way he was going to put the Goldberg's 
name on two million Fords. 

They haggled back and forth for about two hours and finally agreed on $4 million and that just their first names 
would be shown. 

And so to this day, all Ford air conditioners show  –  Lo, Norm, Hi and Max -- on the controls.  

  

THE 1930 ESSEX SUN SEDAN, FEATURING AN 
ENLARGED ENGINE, BOMBED WITH CRITICS 
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Celebrating Australia Day at The Samford Museum by Peter Wilkinson 

             

The trip to the Samford Museum in Rosie proved to be an excellent way to celebrate Australia Day. It was a 
great way to step back in time to experience the early days of the nation. 

The day started at 9:00 am with ticket distribution at the gate for morning tea and the sausage sizzle.  We 
then lined up with a great display of old vehicles ranging from a 1911 Hupmobile to more modern examples 
of FC Holdens. As it started drizzling, it was time for a cup of tea with a lamington & a biscuit. This was 
followed by a leisurely wander around the museum - free for those with cars and bikes on display. 

Now with the sun shining, it was time to go outside and look at the cars, take some photos and catchup with 
acquaintances from various vintage car clubs. As it was Australia Day, hot and humid, a drink at the Samford 
Pub was enthusiastically suggested, so we left our cars on display and took the short walk to the hotel for a 
cold drink. This was followed by a relaxed lunch in the beer garden at the back of the pub.  

As the event finished at 2:00 pm, we said our goodbyes and headed for home. 

Below is a list of activities on the day which indicates why it was an interesting day for those who attended. 

• Billy tea and damper 

• Vintage vehicles and motor bikes 

• Medieval Blacksmith working 

• QLD Family History Assn 

• Research WW1 &WW2 Service persons with Charlie Nolan 

• Samford Community Choir & Werner’s music machine 

• Heritage Upholsterer demonstration 

• Working miniature steam machines- by The Gap P & H group 

• Children’s activities 

• Penny Farthing cycling 

• All museum displays open 

• Rag rug making with Cynthia Nicklin 

• Bob the Beeman-stingless native bees 

• Sausage sizzle and light refreshments 

More information about the museum and events can be found at https://www.samfordmuseum.com.au/  

and more photos at https://hetnr-qld.com.au/galleries/australia-day-at-samford-museum-26-01-2020/ 

               
  

https://www.samfordmuseum.com.au/
https://hetnr-qld.com.au/galleries/australia-day-at-samford-museum-26-01-2020/
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

EVER WONDER WHY WOMEN LIVE LONGER THAN MEN? 

               

SMILE SMILE 
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A Little “American Motors” Canadian History 

Posted by AMOPlus 
Saturday, July 11th, 2015 

 
 

In a book entitled Behind the Superstars – The business side of Sports by Gerry Patterson, he wrote about 
Jean Beliveau who was a very famous 
Canadian hockey player with the Montreal 
Canadians from 1950 to 1971, and was 
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
1972. In February of 1969, Jean met with 
Gerry to discuss developing his own 
company. They decided to work with a few 
companies doing commercials. Late in March 
of 1969, they met with Larry Rice, the 
president of American Motors and his 
decision makers. When they walked out of 

the building, they had signed a contract with American Motors.  He played the lead role in 16 commercials 
for American Motors.  He ‘posed’ while photographers clicked away for ads which eventually appeared 
nationally on billboards, in daily newspapers, weeklies and monthlies.  Personal appearances included sales 
meetings and plant tours. 

One of the American Motors ads was dubbed “Gump’s Pumps”.  Gerry had negotiated a contract for Gump 
Worsley also a famous hockey goal tender with the Montreal Canadians – to appear as a gas station 
attendant, pumping gas and checking under the hood of a new Hornet driven by Beliveau. 

Jean’s closing line was, “You know, I’ve seen that guy somewhere before.” 

The commercial was scheduled for a 10pm start at a Sunoco stations in Toronto, and lasted until 5am 
because Gump kept screwing up his lines in the French version.  Jean helped Gump with his French delivery, 
but it required 14 takes before it was perfect.  Gump pawned off the blame by saying, “Jean, you gotta 
improve on your French teaching.” 

Back in Montreal, the company took out key-man insurance with Sun Life, obtained an Ambassador for Jean, 
an AMX for Elise (his wife) and a Javelin for Gerry and checked out office space, knowing the future income 
was secure in the long-term contracts they had signed. 

From another book entitled Jean Beliveau: My Life in Hockey, there was a transcript that I found of interest. 
Jean noted that his most exciting foray into another sport occurred in the late 1960’s, when he was filming a 
commercial for American Motors at the Mont Tremblant racetrack.  Al Unser Sr. was featured in the 
commercial as well.  When they broke for lunch, Al invited him to play ‘his’ game for a couple of laps – using 
a regular North American compact car.  Al took him around the track at about 150 miles an hour – or so it 
seemed to him.  He wouldn’t open his eyes to look at the speedometer!  Jean told him that car racing would 
never be a serious second career option for him. 

I love stumbling across these little ‘snippets’ of history surrounding American Motors. 

RAMBLER ROUND-UP 
 
Note:  It appears to be Jean’s 1969 Ambassador in the background of the above picture 
  

https://amoplus.com/a-little-american-motors-canadian-history/
https://amoplus.com/author/amoplus/
https://amoplus.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Jean-Beliveau-and-AMC.png
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COTM 2020 
(Chryslers On The Murray) 

 

Thursday the 12th of March at 2.45am (yes people there is a 2.45 in the morning too) was the start of our 
week long road trip to Albury/Wodonga for the COTM event.  We headed off to our meeting point for the rest 
of the crew who were going to be cruising along with us. 

First to arrive after us was Kristy Murphy, Izi Hunt and James Murphy in Kristy’s 1965 Classic, followed by 
Leisa Keats in their 1976 Gremlin and Nigel Keats in their 1969 Javelin – last but not least was Noelene and 
Jeff Barnes in their 1976 Matador X they had just finished restoring. 

Fuel all topped up and coffee in hand we hit the road southbound for Sydney on the first night, a mere 900kms 
(560miles) away at 4.30am.  Having a couple of stops for fuel for 
the cars and for us and having some rain on and off, we got into 
Port Macquarie truck stop with no problems at all.  Then the fun 
began.  Well it wasn’t too bad really with Leisa having a loose fan 
belt and the battery stopped charging.  So, fixing that in the end 
was easy.  Leaving the servo (gas station), someone hadn’t closed 
my bonnet (hood) properly and when I got out to fix it I saw Kristy’s 
car steaming and on quick investigation there was a loose heater 
hose clamp.  Again an easy fix although when I opened the radiator 
I saw it was partly blocked.. At highway speed she got hot so after 
topping up the water again we just cruised at 80kph (50mph) which 
took a little while to get the last 400km’s (250miles). Before we got 
to Sydney, I had another radiator sitting ready to go thanks to Jeff 
Fripp and with a quick change it was dinner time at the Kay and 
Len Pendlebury private museum. They, as always, were very 
welcoming and generous with their time. We also caught up with 
Phyllis and John Pavils in their just restored 1969 AMX that they 
had driven from Atherton Tablelands to that point, a mere 2350kms 
(1460miles) to that point. 

So, after dinner it was off to the cabins for sleep, prepping for 
another early start on Friday morning for everyone... except Lesley 
and myself of course. I had to go to a friend’s place 20 minutes 
away to get his car to take with us on the trip the rest of the way down. 

The car was almost ready to go but he was still trying to assemble his other car for himself to take to the 
show as well... there goes my early night but anyone who knows me knows I just have to get in and get 
things like this done.  As 11pm arrived we pushed the car into Michael’s trailer for him to get it there, we 
didn’t get finished and were going to get it done in the motel parking lot before the show – which we did of 
course. 

Friday the 13th March, so in bed at 12.30am and out at 4am to be on the road by 4.30am.  Yes, we are crazy 
but on adrenaline by then.  Our meeting point was Pheasants Nest servo on the Highway southbound for a 
6.30am depart.  It was almost a car show there before we even hit the road as all the Chrysler and more 
AMC people were filing up before their cruise for the remaining 470kms (almost 300miles).  So again, all 
fuelled up and coffee in hand we hit the road south to our final destination.  Everything was going well until I 
had a blow out on the Ram I was driving for Michael with his Hornet on the back.  Once we sorted out where 
everything was (you know what it’s like when it’s not your car) we were back on the road real quick and 
cruising again.  Getting into Albury around 2.30pm, I left the others.  As we still had to finish Michael’s red 
Hornet and get it to the showgrounds for the grand reveal it needed to be up and running.  Finishing the car 
at 4pm and getting there in time for the reveal at 5pm was great. To take a car that only 24 hours before had 
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no top on the motor, grill, steering and exhaust and completing to the point of driving it in and he wins top 5 
overall for the weekend was truly amazing.  

Saturday the 14th March, Ok by now I guess you realise I don’t sleep much so of course we were up early to 
get to the showgrounds to help Steve Fripp set up his A.M.C Rambler Spares stall as well as move cars and 
start parking them as they rolled in.  What a blinder of a day, with so many new people met and so many old 
friends caught up with as well as a couple of new jobs coming through for me at A.M.C Restorations here in 
QLD Australia.  My brother Sean Murphy came down to catch up with us for the weekend and enjoy the show 
also and he, James and Lesley went out to get a couple of drinks before dinner and of course came across 
a broken-down Rambler so had to stop to help out (Sean is a mechanic).  I was told all would be fine and go 
to dinner and they would catch up.  Lesley walked back from where they were then off to dinner we went.  I 
just got there and was called out to the broken-down car as they couldn’t get it sorted.  As always, off we 
went to get it sorted.  Checked a couple of things, changed a couple of things and the coil had died so in with 
another and off they went cruising again (after the show the car went all the way home without a problem). 
Dinner done, some drinks done and day done. 

Sunday the 15th March was the big day for the Hornets and Gremlins, this was their 50th birthday after all. 
Sunday started early of course and was just as busy and fantastic as Saturday.  We had a record number of 
AMC Ramblers for this event with a total of 69 AMC cars final count including a Nash, a Hudson, couple of 
early Jeeps and even an AMG Hummer.  The event had its biggest turn out ever at 931 entrants.  I don’t 
remember the actual break down of AMC but I know there were 24 Hornets and 4 Gremlins on show with 
everything else.  After the show and trophies etc (congrats to all winners), we all chipped in to help Steve 
pack up the truck with all his parts ready for him to head back home in the morning.  Off to look at another 
job for future work then dinner, a drink or few and bed for a late start (by my standards). 

Monday the 16th up and off at 5.30am to head back as far as we could in the day.  All cruising well with one 
little turn around and double back for me, we hit through Sydney and up to Beresfield to fuel where we had 
our next little test of skills with Jeff and Noelene’s car deciding to play games.  After replacing the condenser 
in the distributor, we were back on the road but only made it as far as Taree that night.  With 860kms 
(534miles) covered (1120kms, 696miles by me with the turnaround) we only had 660kms (410miles) left to 
go to get home.  Kristy and Izi left us at Beresfield to continue home as they wanted to get home that night. 
They did very well getting home at 12.30am Tuesday morning and the Classic she restored performed 
beautifully and got them home safe.  

Tuesday the 17th March after some debate we left the motel at 6.30am (I wanted to go earlier) and headed 
for home.  Cruising along the highways with these old cars and great friends and family was an amazing time 
that I will never forget and will look forward to doing it all again with this crew whenever the chance arises 
again. Getting home around 3pm we got unpacked and parked old reliable Rebel away and well what can I 
say, we headed to the pub for dinner and a drink.  It was St Patricks day after all and with a name like Murphy 
I just have to have an Irish drink on that day every year. 

Thank you again for a great weekend to all who cruised with us, who met us along the way, who we got the 
privilege to talk to in Albury, the new people we met and for Michael Brown for allowing me to drive his 
beautiful 762.6 horsepower Hornet around the streets of Albury... What a blast that was.  

Story by Garry Murphy 

These are just some of the vehicles at the event.  There will be plenty more photos in the next edition of our 
Newsletter. 

 

 
02.45am start for the Rebel All fuelled up and ready to go Dad and Daughter ready Cruising in the Rebel 
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 Little bit of rain Cooling Kristy’s car Rest stop for the classic Cooling the radiator again 

 
 Some very nice cars in this private museum that was opened to us. Thanks to the owners Still working at 10.45pm 

 
Jeff fuelling up the Matador Leisa checking what’s wrong Yep alternator belt slipping Guess it was my turn. Flat tyre 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Hornets on trailers passing 1965 Classic following Hornet Nice AMC line up on the Hwy   James & Steve helping finish off 

 
 LET THE SHOW BEGIN Lots of great AMC cars all lined up for the fine showing 

 
Gremlin protecting the AMC sign Gremlins everywhere Rebel and Matador American’s with a Concord 

                
 AMX’s on show 1970 Ambassador & 67 Marlin Javelin butts AMX butts 
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EVENTS 
 
 

IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE A SWAP MEET OR INVITATIONAL EVENT PLEASE EMAIL 
sandigeoff@bigpond.com 

HETNR QLD Inc CLUB OUTINGS 

Jun 13 General Meeting + AGM:  Will be held at Oxley Creek Environment Centre, Sherwood Road, 
Rocklea.  Brisbane UBD 179 Ref B20 – meet 9:30 am, BYO morning tea and lunch – Contact 
Roy on 0427 922 661 as we will need numbers due to coronavirus restrictions – do not forget 
to bring a warm jumper in case it is chilly. 

Jul No Event:   

Aug General Meeting:  will be advised in next Newsletter 

Sep Non-meeting Event:  will be advised in next Newsletter 

Oct General Meeting:  will be advised in next Newsletter 

Nov/Dec Christmas Event:   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMsdCR3ODNAhWKF5QKHXKMBqYQjRwIBw&url=http://bodystylemodern.blogspot.com/2008/08/28th-street-metro-cruise-august-2008.html&bvm=bv.126130881,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKKKDyNlzujrV40rLmJNOuy2a4-Q&ust=1467959134764123
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMsdCR3ODNAhWKF5QKHXKMBqYQjRwIBw&url=http://bodystylemodern.blogspot.com/2008/08/28th-street-metro-cruise-august-2008.html&bvm=bv.126130881,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKKKDyNlzujrV40rLmJNOuy2a4-Q&ust=1467959134764123
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Sell or Swap:  Four (4) clamps for spark plug cable 
tube and oil line on pre-1927 Hudson Super Six (as 
pictured). 

I’m looking for one of the similar 
item as used on the 1928 - 1929 
F-head Super Six – it carries the 
spark plug cable tube, 
Electrolock cable and the oil 
line.   Will swap my four for one 

or more of the later version.  Contact:  Peter Ransom - 
phone 07 3359 2671 or email 
pjransom@westnet.com.au 

Give Away:  2  x cable tube clips (part no. GM 13242 
in the 1925 Hudson Parts List).  These are for the tube 
that carries the spark plug cables.  Contact Peter 
Ransom on 07 3359 2671. 

Give Away:  Hudson 1928 (possibly also 1927) RH 
drive pedal control assembly:  mounting bracket, 
clutch and brake pedals.  No linkages.  Please take it 
away.  Contact Peter Ransom on 07 3359 2671. 

For Sale:  Nash parts for 52/54 Nash Airflye models. I 
have a complete motor, 2 cylinder heads, a gearbox 
with overdrive, rear diff, water pumps, a back bumper 
and dash gauges etc.  Also, 1953 to1955 Nash parts – 
motor, bumpers, hubcaps, misc – Contact Bill Harris, 
Gawler East South Aust 0412 236 272. 

For Sale:  Essex parts 1916 to 1923 front axle, 1926 
headlight and rear brake drums.  Contact Barry 
Sweetman 0435 596 203 or ozhudsonatgmail.com 

For Sale:  1924 Hudson chassis and wheels only – 
Contact Joe in Western Australia on 0407 085 636. 

For Sale:  Barry Sweetman has all the body for a 
1924 – Contact Barry on 0435 596 203. 

For Sale:  They're calling it a '28 but with that radiator 
it can only be a '24, '25 or '26.  Interested parties 
should contact Donald Stewart by email at 
donald@edgeaccounting.com.au 

       

      View of Rear Seat           View of motor from right side 

    

            Front View                          View of dashboard 

   

  Side View                                   Rear View 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted:  1927 Hudson side parking light. I have the 
glass and bezel. Just need the bucket.  Please contact 
darrenfountain1972@gmail.com  or 0419 841 119. 

Wanted:  For 1929 Hudson – 

• Radiator shell in good condition, ie: plating OK, no 
rust.  Shutters and crank hole cover not necessary. 

• Wahl hydraulic shock absorbers 

• Driver's door handle incorporating lock.  Prefer rose 
pattern but pine cone is OK 

• Cigarette lighter/ash tray for rear passenger 

• Garment rail support bracket, must be rose pattern 

• Lock device for spare demountable rim and tire   

• Stop light 

• Taillight and number plate mounting bracket 

Contact Peter Ransom on 07 3359 2671 or 
pjransom@westnet.com.au 

Wanted:  I’m also looking for a ‘28 Hudson Flying Man 
radiator mascot.  Contact:  Peter Ransom on 07 3359 
2671 or email pjransom@westnet.com.au 

HETNR WEBSITE 
The address is:  http://hetnr-qld.com.au 
Please contact Peter Wilkinson on 
pjwilko@hotmail.com 

 

 

FOR SALE 

WANTED 

mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
http://ozhudsonatgmail.com/
mailto:donald@edgeaccounting.com.au
mailto:darrenfountain1972@gmail.com
mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
http://hetnr-qld.com.au/
mailto:pjwilko@hotmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If undelivered return to: 
HETNR Qld Inc. 
45c Rush Creek Road, 
RUSH CREEK  QLD  4521 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 

 

 


