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HUDSON AT WAR 
(Supplied by Barry Sweetman) 

Like most of its peer firms and competitors, The Hudson Motor Car Company would find itself shipping a lot of 
product destined for use in Europe once Congress declared war on Japan, and the Third Reich, in turn, declared 
war on the United States. What's a little bit unusual was the fact that, particularly in England, Hudson had been 
enjoying a solid reputation as a premium car for discriminating buyers long before the war drums beat. Not only 
that, several prestigious British specialty builders relied heavily on Hudson for powertrain and chassis 
components, publicly saluting its demonstrated engineering excellence and durability. 

Factory-production Hudsons and Terraplanes, modified for British export by conversion to right-hand drive, were 
universally praised in respected English journals such as The Autocar and The Motor, noting their superior power 
and handling while lapping the storied high-banked oval track at Brooklands. The low-volume custom builder 
George Brough publicly declared his affinity for Hudson engines and transmissions while building his coachbuilt 
Brough Superiors, fitting their L-head, 212-cu.in. Hudson straight-six with a low-pressure Centric supercharger 
mounted ahead of the engine. Spikins, a Hudson agent in Twickenham, Middlesex, used a similarly supercharged 
Hudson six to power its cycle fendered, two-seat Spikins Special. The famed British designer and engineer Reid 
A. Railton, who designed and built the Bluebird land speed record car for Sir Malcolm Campbell, produced a series 
of Hudson- and Terraplane-powered saloons and dropheads through the 1930s and early 1940s at the former 
Invicta works near Cobham. With its enthusiastic customer base across the pond, it's easy to understand why 
Hudson was eager to embrace the war effort. 

As war approached, Hudson was gradually 
emerging from its own Depression shock, which 
saw sales plummet by 50 percent between 1929's 
71,000-plus units and 1930. It got worse: In 1932, 
just short of 8,000 Hudsons were built at the main 
Jefferson Avenue plant in Detroit. The following 
year, that total had slowed to a Karo-syrup drip of 
just 2,401 cars, before a turnaround of sorts began 
in 1935. Still, as Hudson-Essex-Terraplane Club 
librarian John O'Halloran explained, "By the time 
the war started, they were in the black, but still not 
doing very well. At the time Chrysler bought out 
Maxwell, Hudson was the number-three 
automaker. Ford, General Motors, Chrysler and 
Nash were all making money, but Hudson's net 
profit from about 1934 on was literally just pennies 
on the dollar." 

When the auto industry began seriously planning 
conversion to war production in 1940, the president 
of Hudson was A.E. Barit, who was named to the 
position after founding president Roy D. Chapin Sr. 
died in 1936. In May 1941, the federal Office of 
Production Management, which had been planning 
for wartime conversion and administering the 
Lend-Lease program, summoned 56 top auto 
executives to a Washington, D.C., meeting to 
discuss the industry's immediate future. The OPM 
and industry leaders then agreed to a 20 percent 
cut in projected 1942 auto production across the 
board. It also became clear that the United States 

would be facing critical shortages of several vital materials. The most immediately obvious was rubber: Petroleum 
shipments to Japan had been embargoed, and the emperor's warlords would overrun the United States' principal 
sources of natural rubber, the Philippines and Malaysia. In July 1941, the planned civilian production cutback was 
increased to 50 percent. To soften that blow, former General Motors president William S. Knudsen, now a top 
federal director of war-production plans, told the executives that Washington planned to triple its defence contacts 
to more than $6 billion: An incredible total, given that the minimum wage in 1941 was 30 cents and that the typical 
home purchase cost less than $7,000. 

More to follow in next edition of our Newsletter 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL LIONS PARK, JACOBS WELL – 10.04.2021 
 

Meeting opened by Roy Gillespie at10:15 am 

Members Present: (14) Peter Wilkinson, Geoffrey Price, Sandra Purnell, Michael Teitzel, Bob Ward, Sue 
Ward, Bob Williams, Jocelyn Williams, Helen Gillespie, Roy Gillespie, Joy Moreland, 
Phil Clarke, Roy Gillespie, Harry Moreland 

Apologies: (9) Glenys Wilkinson, John Ambrose, Ronelle Clarke, Spencer & Wendy Yarrow, 
Gerard Wilkie, Mario Rok, Garry & Lesley Murphy 

Visitors:  Nil 

Minutes of previous meeting 17.10.20 

Confirmed by Sue Ward Seconded by Joy Moreland 

Business Arising:  No calendars eventuated this year due to Garry being too busy and a lack of photographs 
being available.  Also, the Stanthorpe Meet account has still not been closed. 

Presidents Report: 

We are well into the year and it is hard to believe it is March already.  What a year we have left behind and 
one we will remember for the Covid-19 virus and its disruption and isolation.  Now that the vaccination 
program is rolling out and we have been spared widespread illness, we should be able to plan and attend 
more of our club outings.  Dare I say, that there seems to be some “light shining at the end of the tunnel”, as 
long as that light is not from a freight train coming through! 

Helen and I attended the Rambler R-up at Plainlands and thoroughly enjoyed the day out. It started out nice 
and cool but soon turned hot as the sun came out but we had a nice breakfast with friends and what more 
can you ask for?  There was a good role up for this with much fun so a big thanks to Garry and Leslie who 
organised it. Thanks to all who attended as well. 

On the way home the wire to the fuel tank fell off and I did not bother to reconnect it and so the fuel gauge 
“read” full and gave me a false sense of security.  I thought I would fix it up when I got home and besides, I 
was enjoying the drive so, why worry about the gauge.  Wrong!! I had not done the maths and later realised 
that we had travelled nearly 400kms that morning without fuelling up.  Somewhere near the Woodford Prison 
on a rising bend, the Hudson gave a “cough” and lost power but got over the crest and after being careful on 
the throttle, she purred into action again.  We proceeded very carefully until we got fuel at D’Aguilar and later 
calculated that we would have been right on empty when we stopped.  The good to come out of this exercise 
was not only the lesson it taught me, and we got home safely, but it allowed a fairly accurate calculation of 
the fuel consumption which came in at a very pleasing 21 miles to the gallon. In my books, that is not bad for 
a big car. 

Looking over the bonnet to the “road ahead” we have a number of events that are coming up. There is the 
run to the Gold Coast in April which will be a good day out and an opportunity to meet friends, give our 
beautiful cars a run and have some fun. Harry and Joy are organising this. There is also a multi-day rally to 
Central Queensland in June and this is in the planning phase.  See more details in the newsletter. 

There will be a meeting for the April run so we can plan the rest of the year.  We would welcome anyone who 
might like to organise a car run and the run does not need to be complicated and can be fun to organise.  
Ideas are welcome.   

So, have a look at the events calendar for details and I hope to meet up with you on the club runs somewhere 
during the year. 

Cheers, Roy 

Inward Correspondence: 
➢ 4 Bank Statements for General Account 

➢ 2 Bank Statements for Meet 2014 Account 

➢ 1 New Membership Applications 

➢ 4 Chrysler Newsletters 

➢ Insurance Renewal 
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Outward Correspondence: 
➢ Posting Cheque to Insurance Co. & Reimburse Cheque to Peter Wilkinson 

 
Moved by Sandra Purnell (as secretary unavailable)  Seconded by Jocelyn Williams 
Financial Report:   
 
INCOME since & incl. 17.10.20  $80.29 

New Membership        $20.00 
Christmas Lunch        $40.00 
Bumper Badge        $20.00 
Bank Interest General Account      $  0.28 
Bank Interest on Stanthorpe meet Account     $  0.01 
 

EXPENDITURES since 17.10.20 Total $1,070.78 
 Reimburse Sandra Purnell for Postage & Stationary    $134.10 
 Insurance Renewal        $673.64 
 Reimburse Peter Wilkinson for Webpage     $  27.59 
 Other Postage         $  12.95 
 Christmas Lunch & Subsidy       $222.50 
  

General Bank Balance as at last statement date 15.03.21   $.................. 
Stanthorpe Meet Bank Balance last statement 25.03.21   $.................. 
Petty Cash as at 02.04.21       $.................. 
TOTAL as at 02.04.21       $.................. 

 
Financial report moved by Sandra Purnell (as treasurer unavailable)  seconded by Michael Teitzel 
 
Membership: as at 01.04.21 .... 69 
 
1 New Membership Application Form – Leith Belbin has 1953 Hudson Hornet 
 
Proposed by Garry Murphy  seconded by Bob Ward – Moved by all members present at Meeting  
 
Events: 

• May event at Sandgate – Donna to organise 

• 7 June - 13 June – Central Queensland Run 

• 26-27 June – General Meeting + AGM – Summerland Camel Farm event 

• July – free 

• 14 August – Glasshouse Mountains together with Wildhorse Mountain Walk – Roy + John Ambrose 

• September – to be advised as Chilli Festival not available 

• 9-10 October – Kenilworth run – Roy to organise 

• November – free 

• 4 December – Christmas function at Grandchester Hotel – Bob Ward to organise 

Webmaster:   Okay – good deal with one year renewal for Main Name. 

Dating Officer:  One  

Editor:  Nothing to report – always welcomes articles. 

Next Meeting:   26 June 2021 at Boonah Motel – General Meeting + AGM 
 
 
Meeting Closed    11:10 am 
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A DAY OUT A JACOBS WELL AND CALYPSO BAY 

Firstly, I have to thank Harry and Joy for organising the day.  The weather was great and we had a very good 
turnout for the day.  Thanks to Joy for the cake and Sue for the savoury puffs which are always delicious. 

We had John (I apologise for not getting your last name) who dropped in to say hello.  He is a recent addition 
to our membership and was hoping to say hi to Garry.  Unfortunately, Garry was too busy to make the day.  
John wanted to take his car for a short run to see how it would go.  He was pleased with the outcome – no 
problems.  I think most of us are just happy to be out and about.  Parking was at a premium because lots of 
boaties were out and about on such a beautiful day. 

Most people came modern but I’m glad to see some are hardy folks and came in their vintage. 

Lunch was excellent at Harrigan’s Irish Pub.  While we had to mask up while we were standing it wasn’t too 
difficult because we were eating and talking most of the time. 
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QUIRKY CARS AND CARAVANS 
(Courtesy of Roy) 

 

more of the camping of yesteryear 
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Anyone up for a Restoration?  Thanks Roy 

 

Do any of you remember these?  - Thanks Lesley 
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Why We Love Children 
 
A little boy was doing his math homework. 
He said to himself, 'Two plus five, that son of a bitch is seven. 
Three plus six, that son of a bitch is nine....' 

His mother heard what he was saying and gasped, 'What are you doing?' 
The little boy answered, 'I'm doing my math homework, Mum.' 
'And this is how your teacher taught you to do it?' the mother asked 
'Yes,' he answered. 

Infuriated, the mother asked the teacher the next day, 'What are you teaching my son in math?' 
The teacher replied, 'Right now, we are learning addition.' 

The mother asked, 'And are you teaching them to say two plus two, that son of a bitch is four?' 

After the teacher stopped laughing, she answered, 'What I taught them 
was, two plus two, THE SUM OF WHICH, is four.' 

QUEENSLAND MOTORISTS’ RE-ENACTMENT WEEKEND – 18TH & 19TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
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EVENTS 
 
 

IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE A SWAP MEET OR INVITATIONAL EVENT PLEASE EMAIL 
sandigeoff@bigpond.com 

INVITATIONAL EVENTS 

Jun 9-13 Cooly Rocks On Festival: – contact Garry on 0407 209 160 for more details or visit 
www.coolyrockson.com. 

Sept 5 Chrysler Expo 2021: – contact Garry on 0407 209 160 for further information.  Also, please see 
ad on page 7. 

Sept 12 All American Car Show and Swap Meet:  Rocklea Showgrounds, 1430 Ipswich Road Service 
Road, Rocklea commencing at 6.00 am to 2.00 pm.  The event is hosted by Qld Chev Club and 
55-56-57 Shoebox Club of Qld.  Swap meet kicks off at 6.00 am, sites $10, “show’n’shine” starts 
at 8.00 am with vehicle and driver $15.00.  Public admission $5.00.  Day also includes trade stands, 
catering on site and the Miss All American ‘pinup’ pageant.  ASRF ‘sanctioned’ event. 

Sept 18-19  
Sept 18-19 Queensland Motorists’ Re-enactment Weekend:  see previous page for information concerning 

the event. 

Oct 29-31 Chryslers on the Murray:  Celebrating 50 years of Valiant Charger - regarding COTM 2021, given 
current and likely future restrictions on public gatherings in Victoria the Club has decided to move 
COTM to a new date for 2021.  The Club feels this is the safest option as entrants will be travelling 
from far and wide.  The track day will be on the Friday prior to the show weekend, and we are 
planning a reveal for newly completed cars on the Friday night.  This is the week which also includes 
Melbourne Cup day on Tuesday November 2nd and leads into two major local car events – the Bright 
Iconic Rod Run and Yarrawonga Rod Run the following weekend on November 6 & 7. 

HETNR QLD Inc CLUB OUTINGS 

Every Friday from 4pm to 9pm there is a car cruise into Elizabeth Street Shopping Centre at Acacia Ridge, 
corner of Elizabeth Street and Beaudesert Road, Acacia Ridge.  This is open to all club members who wish to 
attend this event.  Any further information contact Garry Murphy on 0407 209 160. 

May Free – if there is a change, I will email members with an update. 

June 7-13 Mid-year Rally to Central Queensland:  if you are still interested, please contact Roy on 0427 
922 661 urgently – as accommodation and dates have now been finalised. 

Jun 26-27 General Meeting & AGM:  Overnight trip - Summerland Camel Farm – meet at Summerland 
Camel Farm by 9.45 am for morning tea followed by a tour of the camel farm commencing at 
10.30 am followed by lunch at the Royal Hotel, 1 Queen Street, Harrisville.  Meetings will be held 
at Harrisville Memorial Park, 43-47 Queen Street, Harrisville.  Dinner can be of your own 
choosing – either go into Boonah or opt for pizza delivered to the motel and for dessert – let’s have 
apple pie and custard.  Geoffrey and Sandra are organising this event – contact 4687 7596 or via 
email sandigeoff@bigpond.com. 

July Free 

Aug 14 Non-meeting Event:  Glasshouse Mountains together with Wildhorse Mountain Walk – Roy + 
John Ambrose to organise 

Sept Non-meeting Event:  Awassi Cheesery, 776 Sandy Creek Road, Grantham.  Meet at 10.45 am 
at Cheesery. Cheese tasting is $20.00pp.  We will allow 1.5 hours for the visit.  Lunch will be at 
Walloon Hotel, 1 Queen Street, Walloon.  This hasn’t been checked out so may change. 

Oct 9-10 General Meeting:  Kenilworth event – Roy to organise 

Nov Free 

Dec 4 Christmas Function:  Meet at 11.30 am at Grandchester Hotel, 97 Ipswich St, Grandchester.  It 
is early to notify Bob but the details will be in the newsletters with a reminder closer to the date.  
Bob’s contact details are - mobile 0412 317 189 and landline 5465 3912. 

 

  

 

mailto:sandigeoff@bigpond.com
http://www.coolyrockson.com/
mailto:sandigeoff@bigpond.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMsdCR3ODNAhWKF5QKHXKMBqYQjRwIBw&url=http://bodystylemodern.blogspot.com/2008/08/28th-street-metro-cruise-august-2008.html&bvm=bv.126130881,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKKKDyNlzujrV40rLmJNOuy2a4-Q&ust=1467959134764123
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMsdCR3ODNAhWKF5QKHXKMBqYQjRwIBw&url=http://bodystylemodern.blogspot.com/2008/08/28th-street-metro-cruise-august-2008.html&bvm=bv.126130881,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKKKDyNlzujrV40rLmJNOuy2a4-Q&ust=1467959134764123
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For Sale:  1926 Cadillac 7 passenger Exc – full 
restoration body, engine, upholstery, chrome, tyres, 
instruments and glass – only 1,000 kms done after 
restoration (large quantity of spares included) - $75K 
ONO.  Contact: Ray Nunn 0417 300 713 or 
raysnunn@gmail.com.  

 

The photo isn’t very clear here but when Peter gets 
back from his trip, I will get him to put the original 
photo on our website so you can get a clearer view of 
it. 

For Sale:  I have sold my Rambler but I have 
personalized plates that I’m wanting to get rid of.  The 
Plates are AMC 660.  Contact:  Ben Campbell on 0404 
001 331 or ben.campbell@raywhite.com.  

For Sale:  Mick Kelly’s wife Tita is selling the following 
parts.  Mick has passed away.  Her mobile is 0412 818 
322. The parts are located in Redbank Plains, Qld.  
There are more photos on our website. 

               
For Sale:  This 1955 Nash was almost ready for the 
road when a repair guy accidently set fire to the 
interior of the car while welding a small rust patch 
under the floor of the car. Work that had been done 
prior is, the brakes radiator new exhaust pipes made 
but not fitted but with car motor gearbox and diff all 
good. Please contact the owner direct if you are 
interested on 0417 592 837 Graeme. He is asking 
$5000. Note this is an RHD car and is located near 
Phillip Island.  

      

For Sale:  Nash parts for 52/54 Nash Airflye models. I 
have a complete motor, 2 cylinder heads, a gearbox 
with overdrive, rear diff, water pumps, a back bumper 
and dash gauges etc.  Also, 1953 to1955 Nash parts – 
motor, bumpers, hubcaps, misc – Contact Bill Harris, 
Gawler East South Aust 0412 236 272. 

For Sale:  Essex parts 1916 to 1923 front axle, 1926 
headlight and rear brake drums.  Contact Barry 
Sweetman 0435 596 203 or ozhudsonatgmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted:  I am looking to get in touch with any 
members who may have some spare doors to suit a 
1927 Essex sedan.  Contact:   Adam 0434 536 731. 

Wanted:  Nash Airflyte Ambassador “Bathtub” 1949 - 
1951/1952 - 2 or 4 Doors.  Running is preferred but 
not essential.  Contact: Robert Brotchie 0434 110 114 
or email robertbrotchie@icloud.com 

Wanted:  I’m also looking for a ‘28 Hudson Flying Man 
radiator mascot.  Contact:  Peter Ransom on 07 3359 
2671 or email pjransom@westnet.com.au 

Wanted:  1927 Hudson side parking light. I have the 
glass and bezel. Just need the bucket.  Please contact 
darrenfountain1972@gmail.com  or 0419 841 119. 

Wanted:  For 1929 Hudson – 

• Radiator shell in good condition, ie: plating OK, no 
rust.  Shutters and crank hole cover not necessary. 

• Wahl hydraulic shock absorbers 

• Driver's door handle incorporating lock.  Prefer rose 
pattern but pine cone is OK 

• Cigarette lighter/ash tray for rear passenger 

• Garment rail support bracket, must be rose pattern 

• Lock device for spare demountable rim and tire   

• Stop light 

• Taillight and number plate mounting bracket 

Contact Peter Ransom on 07 3359 2671 or 
pjransom@westnet.com.au 

HETNR WEBSITE 
The address is:  http://hetnr-qld.com.au 
Please contact Peter Wilkinson on 
pjwilko@hotmail.com 

 

FOR SALE 

WANTED 

mailto:ben.campbell@raywhite.com
http://ozhudsonatgmail.com/
mailto:robertbrotchie@icloud.com
mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
mailto:darrenfountain1972@gmail.com
mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
http://hetnr-qld.com.au/
mailto:pjwilko@hotmail.com
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Nash Motors - Cars, 1916 to 1954 
(partly based on an article by Curtis Redgap) 

Continuing our story on Nash Cars 

Charles Nash takes over 
For 1938, Nash also (with Studebaker and Graham) started selling vacuum-controlled shifting, using a design 
sold by Evans Products Company; they used a small lever on the dashboard instead of a stick-shift from the 
floor. 

Nash started selling an optional air conditioning/heating system, using Kelvinator knowledge; it was the first 
car heater powered by hot water to work with fresh air. The next year, a thermostat was added, creating the 
Nash Weather Eye heater, the first thermostatic climate control system. 

Nash started selling an optional air conditioning/heating system, using Kelvinator knowledge; it was the first 
car heater powered by hot water to work with fresh air. The next year, a thermostat was added, creating the 
Nash Weather Eye heater, the first thermostatic climate control system. 

 

For 1939, Nash launched a series of streamlined cars in the LaFayette and Ambassador series. The following 
year, Nash added independent coil springs and sealed-beam headlights; but 1941 could have been the high 
point for Nash as an innovator, with the first American mass-produced unibody car. Its lighter weight and 
streamlining brought high gas mileage, of up to 30 mpg, with overdrive. For 1942, Nash upgraded the front 
ends, upholstery, and chrome, and that's how the cars would stay until 1947 (with a break for war 
production). 

 

World War II stopped auto production for years. When the war ended, Kaiser - a company created for that 
purpose - was the first out of the gate with new cars. The Nash assembly line restarted in October 1945, 
using essentially the 1942 models with changes to the grille. The straight-eight was dropped, but a new 
wood-panelled Suburban wagon was launched (just 1,000 were made over three years). 

https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1938.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1939-nash-cars.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1941-nash.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1942-war.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1947-and-on.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1943-wartime.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/nash/1943-wartime.html
https://www.allpar.com/cars/adopted/kaiser.html
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The pent-up demand for new cars led Nash to build a new factory in El Segundo, California. The factory 
started taking applications for jobs on October 16, 1948. Production there did not last long, as sales went to 
the automakers that could afford annual styling changes and massive advertising campaigns; in 1955, 
Hughes purchased the 500,000-square-foot facility for $3million. But the plant was needed for the massive 
build of the brand new 1949 models. 

 

Next instalment in next Issue 

https://www.allpar.com/corporate/amc-nash-factory.html

