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Christmas Lunch 2020 at Woongooroo Estate, Kilcoy 

 

It may have been an extremely hot day, but it was an enjoyable day and thanks for all that attended the lunch.  

Before Lunch, the owner and host of Woongooroo Estate, Phil, (with his wife Gail) read us some Bush Poetry which 
was very entertaining and funny, then wine tasting followed by a Fresh Salad and Cold Meats which was ideal for a hot 
day, then a cold plum pudding, custard and cream for dessert with more Bush Poetry reading in between and after. 
Thanks to Phil and staff for looking after us.  

Also, it was great to see new members join us for the lunch John & Ardyne Griffith and Ray & Janet Sutch. We hope to 
see you again in 2021 at more events. 

Another big thanks to Sandra Purnell for the Gift Bags & the lucky door prize which I was lucky enough to win with the 
most unlucky number 13.  Congratulations to Joy Walsh for winning the 2nd lucky door prize. 

Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and an Awesome 2021.  

Lesley Murphy 

           
 The Gang   Ross & Margaret Sanson  Geoff Price & Sandra Purnell 
     Ray & Janet Sutch   Harry & Joy Moreland 

           
Bob & Jocelyn Williams and  Roy & Helen Gillespie   Dawn Murphy & Kristy Murphy 
Bob & Sue Ward   Mario Rok    Joy Walsh & Izi Hunt 

                  
James Murphy, John Ambrose,  Our Host Phil Close    Our Cold & Fresh Lunch 
and John & Ardyne Griffith 
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 The Vineyard Loan Car by Garry &Lesley Murphy Helen Gillespie patiently 
 Passengers Kristy Murphy & Izi Hunt waiting for her driver 

        
 John Ambrose / Roy & Helen Gillespie Harry & Joy Moreland

       
 Mario Rok – there was some shade Geoff & Sandra stayed at Kilcoy overnight due to the heat 

                   
 Geoff Price & Sandra Purnell  Garry & Lesley Murphy / Harry & Joy Moreland 

                 
 Mario Rok – trying to find some shade Too Hot to Touch – it was a scorcher of a day 

                                      
 Back on the Road - Safe Travels   
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HUDSON TERRAPLANE 
(by Llewellyn Hedgbeth) 

A low-cost, high-performance vehicle, the Hudson Terraplane was linked with speed, excitement, and the 
fascination of flight. Built between 1932 and 1938, it was offered with this sales slogan: "On the sea that's 
aquaplaning, in the air that's aeroplaning, but on the land, in the traffic, on the hills, hot diggity dog, THAT'S 
TERRAPLANING". 

Hudson Motor Car Company, founded in 1909 by Howard Coffin, George W. Dunham, Roy E. Chapin, and 
others, was named after its main backer, Detroit department store owner Joseph L. Hudson. One of its 
primary aims was to produce cars to sell for less than a thousand dollars but it was also an innovator in 
producing closed models to keep the weather sealed out; installing the steering wheel on the left; and utilizing 
self-starters that made ignition safer and easier. 

 
1936 Terraplane 

The first Hudson, a 4-cylinder model, claimed 
instant success and led Hudson to 17th sales place 
by 1910. In 1912 it introduced the Hudson Six 
engine and by 1914 claimed to be world leader in 
6-cylinder sales. The first truly affordable fully-
enclosed automobile, the low-priced, steel-bodied 
4-cylinder Essex was offered in 1919. By 1925, 
with factories in the U.S., Canada, England, and 
Belgium, Hudson utilized the Essex to boost its 

sales into third place behind Ford and Chevrolet. Hudson's peak came in 1929 as it produced about 30,000 
Hudson and Essex cars in plants worldwide. 

As sales declined, though, and the Great Depression sank businesses nationwide, Chapin (having returned 
from an assignment as Hoover's Commerce Secretary) decided to launch a new car that, because it was 
cheaper to manufacture, could be sold for less. It was risky to bring out a new model when the market was 
depressed but he was betting on a less expensive car that was smaller and lighter, combining style and 
comfort with power, durability, and reliability. Chief engineer Stuart Baits designed a frame requiring less 
steel, reducing the Essex wheelbase from 113 inches to just 106 inches and utilizing a narrower track. The 
results were an incredibly strong chassis welded at about 30 places to keep the structure rigid and a car 
weighing 400-500 pounds less than the Essex. Its engine was a 6- cylinder that had been enlarged from 160 
to 193 cubic inches, raising hp from 58 to 70. Frank Spring designed the Terraplane body using a tapered, 
streamlined design meant to evoke earthbound flight. 

On July 21, 1932, the new Essex-Terraplane was launched with an exceptional public relations campaign. 
Famed aviatrix Amelia Earhart was on hand to introduce it and more than 2000 dealers arrived in Detroit to 
get their bronze-coloured demonstrator models, the only way those models became available to them. As 
those dealers headed home, there was quite a parade of outbound Essex-Terraplanes. As the owner of one 
of the first cars off the line, flight pioneer Orville Wright joined those early Essex-Terraplane adopters. 
Newspapers all over the country printed accounts of the start-up of the new-fangled Essex-Terraplane. 

An optional 8-cylinder engine was available for the 1933 Essex-Terraplanes, an engine identical to the 
Hudson except for the Hudson's larger cylinder bore and greater displacement. The Essex-Terraplane 8- 
cylinder cars seem to have been favourites with noted gangsters of the time - Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson, 
and others. The cars were lightweight, accelerated quickly, and handled well - just the thing for a road race 
when the police were in hot pursuit. In numerous race events, particularly hill-climbs, in fact, the 8-cylinder 
Essex-Terraplane set multiple records, some of which remained unbroken for years. 

In 1934 the car's marque became simply "Terraplane", dropping the Essex tag; the Terraplane name would 
remain through the 1937 model year. These cars were fast (testing 0-60 mph in about 15 seconds, in high 
gear 10-30 mph in 18 seconds, with a top speed of a little over 80 mph), economical (25 mpg), lightweight 
(about 2800 pounds) and cheap (base prices were a little more than $400 though later models ran to nearly 
$900). Because they were appreciably lighter than other cars, they had a better power/weight ratio, ran 
quietly, and were popular as family cars. In 1935 and 1936 Terraplanes accounted for roughly 75 percent of 
Hudson's sales. 
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The 1936 6- and 8-cylinder models introduced a number 
of advanced engineering features. Their engines ranged 
from 93 to 124 hp. And they had "true-line steering," which 
kept the steering returning to centre and let the car hold 
its direction unaffected by road conditions. Because the 
axle was held in place side-to-side by two arms (rather 
than springs), the car could be stopped in a straighter line, 
as well. Terraplanes also featured a smoother "rhythmic 
ride", due to utilization of oil-cushioned shock absorbers 
and longer, softer leaf-springs. Despite current 
connotations that might make it seem a little racier than 

most other automotive components, the improved "Electric Hand" was simply an electro-mechanical shifter 
mounted on the right side of the steering column used to shift gears at the touch of a finger, providing silent, 
easier, safer shifting at any speed. It replaced the floor shift, freeing front seat space, though drivers still had 
to use the clutch. 

Then there were the elegant styling features. Available in sedan, 2-passenger coupe, or convertible coupe, 
Hudson offered the first all-steel car body. The Terraplane's exterior paint selections included Tuscan tan, 
Pepper tan, Vineyard green, Glacier blue, Tepee brown, Hudson blue, Neptune grey, and Sage green, each 
hue set off by chromed bumpers. The main front attraction was a large chrome waterfall grille that appeared 
as an inverted teardrop with a slim divider in the centre and vee-shaped ribs. Bracketing the grille were two 
perforated panels that made some think of a fencer's mask. The Terraplane also boasted chrome bumpers 
and a modern, lighted, rocket-shaped hood ornament of red plastic with chrome accent. Its instrument panel 
with easy-to-read, oval gauges came in a brown walnut finish. The roomy interior offered ample space for 
six passengers, and both front and rear seats had plentiful leg room. Upholstery came in standard mohairs 
or worsteds, some utilizing two-tone fabrics not usually seen in cars. Both the driver's seat and the steering 
wheel were adjustable, features not then standard. The luggage and tire compartments were increased in 
size, rivalling space available in much more expensive models. The automatic draft eliminator was another, 
early attempt at climate control. Weather-tight doors and a wide-cowl ventilator provided passengers with 
fresh air drawn in by the cowl, passed through a filter, and distributed through a small, rear floor opening. As 
one advertisement put it, "If you want to step up in everything but cost, this 1936 Terraplane is your 
automobile!" 

Discounting the front suicide doors, Terraplanes also appealed to the safety-conscious. With what was called 
the world's first safety-engineered chassis, they provided radial safety control. Two large, forged steel arms 
held the front axle in place so steering or braking would not move the axle. They also had duo-automatic 
brakes. Those were chief engineer's Stuart Baits' idea after he'd been injured in a brake-testing accident. His 
"double Safe" system utilized hydraulic brakes but if the hydraulics failed, at the bottom of the brake motion 
the driver could still apply emergency mechanical brakes to the rear wheels. 

The Terraplane caught the popular imagination, with noted blues man Robert Johnson writing and recording 
his famous "Terraplane Blues" in 1936. In that song the Terraplane becomes a stand-in for sex. When the 
car won't start and suffers other mechanical difficulties, the singer suspects his girlfriend may have let another 
man drive it. 

Despite the popularity of the Terraplane, in 1938, following disappointing sales, Hudson management 
determined to phase it out, renaming its '38 production unit the Hudson-Terraplane. In that same year 
Hudson also offered the Hudson 112 whose equipment was virtually identical to that of the Terraplane, 
effectively killing the Terraplane brand. 

Hudson Terraplane (1936) Specifications: 

Top speed: 80 mph (128 km/h) 

0-60 mph (0-96 km/h): 23.2 sec 

Engine type: In-line six 

Displacement: 212 ci (3,474 cc) 

Transmission: 3-speed manual 

Max power: 88 bhp (65 kW) @ 3,800 rpm 

Weight: 2,740 lb (1,245 kg) 

Economy: 16 mpg (5.66 km/I) 
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The Company that Morphed into Toyota Australia's Manufacturing Arm 
cut its teeth Building A Pony Car 

 

Powerful compact cars from America were all the rage in the 1960s – not just in the USA, but in Australia too. Ford 
Australia had assembled the first-gen Mustang here, but no other company was prepared to take the pony-car plunge 
until AMI, the distributor of Ramblers, Triumphs and Toyotas, pushed the button on the AMC Javelin. 

AMI (Australian Motor Industries) could trace its history back to 1926. In that year, JF Crosby acquired Eclipse Motor 
Pty Ltd of Melbourne, followed by Victory's distribution agency for the Standard Motor Company in 1929. Crosby 
renamed the amalgam Talbot and Standard Motors. 

Tariffs placed on imported vehicles encouraged Australian manufacturers (mostly assemblers in reality) to grow in the 
ensuing years. That's exactly what AMI did, when the company's Port Melbourne plant expanded in 1955 to produce 
100 engines per eight-hour shift. 

By this time the British partner to AMI (Standards Motor Products) was bought out by its Australian division, which 
subsequently possessed an 88 per cent share of the company. 

In 1958 the company was renamed Australian Motor Industries after a deal negotiated with Mercedes-Benz to assemble 
their vehicles for the local market, alongside the likes of the Standard Vanguard, Triumph Herald and even Ferguson 
tractors. This arrangement lasted until 1965. 

1960 saw another deal struck, but this time with AMC to import Completely Knocked Down (CKD) kits for construction 
in right-hand drive form for the Aussie market. 

Some of AMC's most highly regarded muscle cars made their way to our shores, namely the Rebel, Matador and Hornet, 
although we didn't receive the V8 in the latter. Best remembered was the Javelin and AMX, the only American muscle 
cars of the type to be built and sold in the country. 

In America, these models were performance-orientated muscle cars, especially the strictly two-seat AMX. But here in 
Australia both cars were marketed as "super" personal luxury cars. There wasn't much in the way of optional extras, as 
everything was standard. The Javelin/AMX came equipped with a 210kW 5.6-litre V8, three-speed automatic, power 
steering, power disc brakes and a 'twin-grip' limited slip diff. 

All these high-end features didn't make the car cheap; the asking price in 1968 was $7495, which was considerably 
more than the Javelin's main rivals, Holden's HK Monaro GTS with 327 CID V8 ($3790) and Ford's XT GT Falcon 
($4200). This resulted in poor sales and the Javelin disappeared from showrooms by 1972 with a total of 258 models 
produced. AMX numbers were much lower, with only 24 cars leaving the factory in 1969. 

AMI continued to make the Matador and the Hornet until 1977, albeit in small numbers. The company's last AMC 
model was the Gremlin, before mainly focusing on the construction of Toyota vehicles until it was fully acquired by the 
Japanese juggernaut. AMI's Port Melbourne plant is still in use by Toyota Australia, but will shut its doors on 
October 3 this year.  

https://www.carsales.com.au/editorial/details/toyota-weighs-up-staff-relocation-30739/
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Snippets 

• We do wish Sue Maddaford a speedy recovery.  We missed her smiling face and laughter at our 
Christmas function as she always makes the effort to attend. 
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BRITISH HUMOR IS DIFFERENT 
These are classified ads, which were actually placed in U.K. Newspapers: 

FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER:  8 years old - hateful little bastard - Bites!  

FREE PUPPIES:  1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbour's dog. 

FREE PUPPIES:  Mother is a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd.   Father is a Super Dog, 
able to leap tall fences in a single bound. 

COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED:  Also 1 gay bull for sale. 

JOINING NUDIST COLONY!:  Must sell washer and dryer £100.   

WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE:  Worn once by mistake.  Call Stephanie 

****  And the WINNER is..**** 

FOR SALE BY OWNER:  Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes. Excellent condition, 
£200 or best offer. No longer needed, got married, wife knows everything. 

Statement of the Century 
Thought from the Greatest Living Scottish Thinker — Billy Connolly.  "If women are so bloody 
perfect at multi-tasking, how come they can't have a headache and sex at the same time?”  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
A nursery school pupil told his teacher he'd found a cat, but it was dead. 

'How do you know that the cat was dead?' she asked her pupil. 

'Because I pissed in its ear and it didn't move,' answered the child innocently. 

'You did WHAT?' the teacher exclaimed in surprise. 

'You know,' explained the boy, 'I leaned over and went 'Pssst' and it didn't move'. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

A small boy is sent to bed by his father. 

Five minutes later.....'Da-ad....' 

'What?' 

'I'm thirsty. Can you bring a drink of water?' 

'No, you had your chance.  Lights out.' 

Five minutes later: 'Da-aaaad.....' 

'WHAT?' 

'I'm THIRSTY. Can I have a drink of water??' 

'I told you NO! If you ask again, I'll have to smack you!!' 

Five minutes later.......'Daaaa-aaaad.....' 

'WHAT!' 

'When you come in to smack me, can you bring a drink of water?' 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The story of Irishman, Michael O'Flahety  -  A Victim of Modern Day Depression (thanks Spencer) 

This is a very sad but true story of the depression that can haunt a man. My friend Michael was so sick and 
tired of the world; of Covid, the Chinese aggression, of Global Warming, of BLM and the rest of the stories 
that our media deem important to broadcast. Michael drove his car into his garage and then sealed every 
doorway and window as best he could. He got back into his car and wound down all the windows, selected 
his favourite radio station and started the car. 

Two days later, a worried neighbour peered through his garage window and saw him in the car. She notified 
the police and ambulance and they broke in and pulled Michael from the car. A little sip of water and 
surprisingly he was in perfect condition but his Tesla had a flat battery. 
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YOUR INVITED! 

 
 
Kenmore Park Music Muster is holding an Australia Day Weekend and we would like to invite you to come 
along and show off your Motors. 

We are planning a weekend full of Music, Markets and Motors over 4 days – 22nd January – 25th January 
2021. 

We would like to invite ALL Car – Truck & Bike Enthusiast Groups to bring along their Motors to show off to 
the public on Saturday 23rd & or Sunday 24th January 2021.  

Vehicles and their Drivers FREE Entry all other passengers - General Admission is $20 per person/per 
day (camping not included in day pass) or $80 per person for the whole 4 days which included Camping. 
Kids Under 16 Free. 

Vehicles on display, 10am – 5pm each day. 

Could you please register your interest and advise how many vehicles you &/or your club would like to 
display and on so that we can allocate spaces by replying to this invitation or by calling Vanessa Sanger on 
0402 512 116 

Open to ALL types of vehicles, Vintage, Hot Rods, V8’s, Trucks, Motorbikes (See attached flyer)  

We will be having live Entertainment on Saturday & Sunday with a Rock and Roll Band Saturday Night. 
Market Stalls and fun activities over the 2 days Aussie BBQ, Thong Throwing Contest, Cane Toad Races, 
Camel Rides and much more.  

We would love to see everyone come dressed in their favourite Aussie Outfit. 

We look forward to hearing from you and seeing you Australia Day Weekend 22nd – 25th January 2021.  

Contac:  Glen Albrecht and Vanessa Sanger – 0402 512 116 
Email: kenmoreparkmusicmuster@gmail.com 
Website:  www.kenmoreparkmusicmuster.com.au 
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EVENTS 
 
 

IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE A SWAP MEET OR INVITATIONAL EVENT PLEASE EMAIL 
sandigeoff@bigpond.com 

HETNR QLD Inc CLUB OUTINGS 

Every Friday from 4pm to 9pm there is a car cruise into Elizabeth Street Shopping Centre at Acacia 
Ridge, corner of Elizabeth Street and Beaudesert Road, Acacia Ridge.  This is open to all club members 
who wish to attend this event.  Any further information contact Garry Murphy on 0407 209 160. 

2021 

Jan 26 Australia Day Event:  Bayside Vehicle Restorers Club - at Ormiston State School Grounds. 
They have indicated, that if the event does go ahead the usual format will change.  Cars will 
still be exhibited at Ormiston State School, a free sausage sizzle breakfast, raffles and then 
participants will be given a run sheet for a drive to selected picnic areas for a BYO lunch 
followed by return trips home.  There will be no organized lunch at a club. 

Feb 6 Rambler Event:  Rambler Roundup to Plainlands Hotel, Plainlands – meet 8:30 am for 
breakfast on the verandah – Contact Garry on 0407 209 160. 

Mar 21 Non-meeting Event:  Chrysler Expo 2021, Rocklea Showgrounds (entry via Goburra Street) 
– visit website www.chryslerownersclubqld.com for further information – contact Garry on 
0407 209 160 if you will be attending. 

April General Meeting:  Harry is organising this event – around their area 

May Non-meeting Event:  Donna is organising this event – around Sandgate 

Jun 9-13 Non-meeting Event:  Cooly Rocks On Festival – contact Garry on 0407 209 160 for more 
details or visit www.coolyrockson.com – more information will be provided closer to the date. 

Jun 26-27 General Meeting & AGM:  Overnight trip - Summerland Camel Farm – meet at Summerland 
Camel Farm at 10.00 am for morning tea followed by a tour of the camel farm commencing at 
11.00 am followed by lunch at the Royal Hotel, 1 Queen Street, Harrisville.  Dinner can be of 
your own choosing – either go into Boonah or opt for pizza delivered to the motel and for 
dessert – let’s have apple pie and custard – more information closer to the date.  Geoffrey and 
Sandra are organising this event – contact 4687 7596 or via email – sandigeoff@bigpond.com.  
Meetings will be held at the motel prior to dinner.  Even if you don’t stay overnight come 
along for the day. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Ormiston+State+School/@-27.516454,153.255188,17z
http://www.chryslerownersclubqld.com/
http://www.coolyrockson.com/
mailto:sandigeoff@bigpond.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMsdCR3ODNAhWKF5QKHXKMBqYQjRwIBw&url=http://bodystylemodern.blogspot.com/2008/08/28th-street-metro-cruise-august-2008.html&bvm=bv.126130881,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKKKDyNlzujrV40rLmJNOuy2a4-Q&ust=1467959134764123
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMsdCR3ODNAhWKF5QKHXKMBqYQjRwIBw&url=http://bodystylemodern.blogspot.com/2008/08/28th-street-metro-cruise-august-2008.html&bvm=bv.126130881,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKKKDyNlzujrV40rLmJNOuy2a4-Q&ust=1467959134764123
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For Sale:  I have sold my Rambler but I have 
personalized plates that I’m wanting to get rid of.  The 
Plates are AMC 660.  Contact:  Ben Campbell on 0404 
001 331 or ben.campbell@raywhite.com.  

For Sale:  Mick Kelly’s wife Tita is selling the following 
parts.  Mick has passed away.  Her mobile is 0412 818 
322. The parts are located in Redbank Plains, Qld.  
There are more photos on our website. 

               
For Sale:  This 1955 Nash was almost ready for the 
road when a repair guy accidently set fire to the 
interior of the car while welding a small rust patch 
under the floor of the car. Work that had been done 
prior is, the brakes radiator new exhaust pipes made 
but not fitted but with car motor gearbox and diff all 
good. Please contact the owner direct if you are 
interested on 0417 592 837 Graeme. He is asking 
$5000. Note this is an RHD car and is located near 
Phillip Island.  

      

For Sale:  Contact:  Laurie O’Connell (Adelaide) on 
email address ocs742@hotmail.com.  No other 
information was supplied.  He will be advertising it on 
Gumtree in two month’s time so I will only leave it in 
our magazine for the next two additions.  Also, there 
are quite a few more photos which I have sent to Peter 
so please check our website for all items for sale.  No 
descriptions were given so hope you know what they 
are.  See the website for more photos. 

    

For Sale:  Nash parts for 52/54 Nash Airflye models. I 
have a complete motor, 2 cylinder heads, a gearbox 
with overdrive, rear diff, water pumps, a back bumper 
and dash gauges etc.  Also, 1953 to1955 Nash parts – 
motor, bumpers, hubcaps, misc – Contact Bill Harris, 
Gawler East South Aust 0412 236 272. 

For Sale:  Essex parts 1916 to 1923 front axle, 1926 
headlight and rear brake drums.  Contact Barry 
Sweetman 0435 596 203 or ozhudsonatgmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted:  I am looking to get in touch with any 
members who may have some spare doors to suit a 
1927 Essex sedan.  Contact:   Adam 0434 536 731. 

Wanted:  Nash Airflyte Ambassador “Bathtub” 1949 - 
1951/1952 - 2 or 4 Doors.  Running is preferred but 
not essential.  Contact: Robert Brotchie 0434 110 114 
or email robertbrotchie@icloud.com 

Wanted:  I’m also looking for a ‘28 Hudson Flying Man 
radiator mascot.  Contact:  Peter Ransom on 07 3359 
2671 or email pjransom@westnet.com.au 

Wanted:  1927 Hudson side parking light. I have the 
glass and bezel. Just need the bucket.  Please contact 
darrenfountain1972@gmail.com  or 0419 841 119. 

Wanted:  For 1929 Hudson – 

• Radiator shell in good condition, ie: plating OK, no 
rust.  Shutters and crank hole cover not necessary. 

• Wahl hydraulic shock absorbers 

• Driver's door handle incorporating lock.  Prefer rose 
pattern but pine cone is OK 

• Cigarette lighter/ash tray for rear passenger 

• Garment rail support bracket, must be rose pattern 

• Lock device for spare demountable rim and tire   

• Stop light 

• Taillight and number plate mounting bracket 

Contact Peter Ransom on 07 3359 2671 or 
pjransom@westnet.com.au 

HETNR WEBSITE 
The address is:  http://hetnr-qld.com.au 
Please contact Peter Wilkinson on 
pjwilko@hotmail.com 

 

FOR SALE 

WANTED 

mailto:ben.campbell@raywhite.com
mailto:ocs742@hotmail.com
http://ozhudsonatgmail.com/
mailto:robertbrotchie@icloud.com
mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
mailto:darrenfountain1972@gmail.com
mailto:pjransom@westnet.com.au
http://hetnr-qld.com.au/
mailto:pjwilko@hotmail.com
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Nash Motors - Cars, 1916 to 1954 
(partly based on an article by Curtis Redgap) 

 

The story of Nash cars began with Thomas Jeffery, who left Great Britain at the age of 17, settling in 
Chicago. He built telescopes and patent models, then created a new bicycle with a cheap, strong frame 
(made by brazing flared tubing). The bike, named "Rambler," was quickly became the second best 
selling bicycle in the country. 

Jeffery then invented the "clincher" tire (in 1882), selling the rights to Dunlop, which called it the 
"pneumatic tire." It became the basis for all modern day tires, to this day. 

In 1897, Jeffery created his first Rambler automobile, then sold his share of the bicycle plant, bought an 
empty facility in Kenosha, and built his single-cylinder car there. 

By 1898, Jeffery was the second man to use a production line for building cars, after Ransom Olds 
(Henry Ford came later). Rambler cars quickly gained a solid reputation, and in 1902, Rambler was the 
second largest automaker in the United States. In 1904, he launched a two-cylinder; in 1906, a four. 

One Rambler had a hybrid system, similar to that of Honda 
Insight; it used a motor/generator to replace the flywheel and 
starter. Completely automatic, the starter/motor used a 24 volt 
battery to get the car to 5 mph, at which point the driver would 
start the gas engine and the motor would switch to being a 
generator (with a regulator to prevent overcharging). The first 
semi-modern hybrids were developed separately, by Patton 
in Chicago and Pieper in Belgium, in 1898; but the Rambler 
showed Jeffery's inventive spirit. 

Thomas Jeffery died in 1910, and his son took over. The 
company came out with the Quad, an early four-wheel drive 
vehicle developed for the army. In 1916, though, Thomas 

Jeffery sold the company to Charles Nash for around $10 million. 

Next Instalment in next Newsletter 

https://www.allpar.com/SUVs/jeep/jeffery-quad.html
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FASHIONS OF A BY-GONE ERA 

    

         

           


